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MESSAGE
DAVID MOIil

xnary schools placed upon the tax-paye- rs of
each district it would quicken anil keep
strong their sense of accountability in school
management.

FIRE REUEf.
I called the attention of the last Legisla-

ture, at its BiMcial session held in February
and March, to .the disastrous forest fires
which for the second time in ten years had
devastated, in the month of September pre-
vious the Huron peninsula. Three thousand
buildings had been destroyed, 18,00) persons
had been deprived of the means of support,
and between tlH) and Jioo lives had been
swept away in this awful calamity. Only
the benevolence and of the
public at large had prevented death by
starvation. Committees had been organized
in Detroit, Port Huron, Flint, Last Saginaw,
Saginaw and Bay City to gather and dis-
tribute supplies, and they had been aided in
obtaiidng contributions by those of other
places. It became evident, however, that a
central head had become a necessity, and, at
the request of the committees representing
the places above named, I designated a
State Commission to act as a central organi-
zation, consisting of ex-Go- v. H. V. JJaldwin,
Chairman, United States Senator Omar 1).
Conger, Hon. Charles T. Gorman, lon. F. W.
Swift, Alexander H. Dey, 1). C. Whitwood
and George C. Codd, Fxpuires.

Immediately after this action, the local
committees, with one exception, became
subordinate to the commission in their work,
or turned over their funds to be distributed
by the central head, as Is shown by the de-
tailed reports submitted by them and made
apart of the report of the commission..

The l'ort Huron committee continued to
act independently, and was active in the
distiibutlou of a large amount of money and
many supplies intrusted to it by the douors.
Of their action I have no report.

I irsued an appeal to the people of the
United States, stating tho magnitude of the
disaster, the ap)Hintment of the commission,
and requesting aid.

In response to this and the appeals made
very generally through the press, most
liberal contributions continued to be made
from not only the people in our own State,
but from almost every State and Territory
in the Union. Contributions also came from
Canada, from Great Britain, 'from France
and from South America. While all were
liberal, those made by thecitiesof New York
Doston and Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Cleve-
land, Hartford, Newark, Albany, Baltimore,
Rochester, Lancaster and Charleston (S. C.)
were munificent

The commission continued the work with
raie energy and discretion, and, with the
me "ins contributl, the sufferers were cared

struction of the present statute poremlng
the responsibilities for the maintenance of
patients. This embarrassment should be re-
moved bv modifying the present statute.

The admirable condition of this asylum
attests tho fidelity and capacity of the man-
agement, and entitles their recommendation
to confidence. For a more particular state-
ment, I refer to the xeport of the Board of
Trustee

INSANK CRIMTNAIA
There are now sixty --eight insane criminals

confined in tho two prisons. Under existing
laws, insane convicts discharged from penal
institutions, and persons arrested on crimi-
nal charges and adjudged insane, must be
admitted to the asylums irrespective of tho
nature of their mental disorder or prospects
of recovering, often to tho exclusion of more
hopeful cases of those who are not criminals.
These are a disturbing element in tho asy-
lums and detract from their curative work.
In neighboring States and in some of the
Kuropean countries this clas are cared for
in separate buildings erected for that pur-
pose,

I respectfully cull your attention to the
discussion of ihis subject by the Boards of
Trustees of both asylums.

INSTITUTION FOll THE PEAK AND DUMB.
This institution is in good condition. It

has a normal oapatity for A) pupils, and
now has L1X) receiving literary instruction,
learning the art of communicating with
others, and being taught mechanical pur-
suits that will enable them to be

when t hey graduate. The appro-
priation for current expenses for the years
IN1 and 1sjs: was $so,(K0, aud for improve-
ments $:?,717.8'.. Similar appropriations will
be asked for 1HS:J and lv4 amounting to
$tiT,U'i(). The Board of Trustees recommend
tho enlargement of the institution to keep
pace with the increase in the number of
pupils incident to the Increase of population
of the State. For tho plan of enlargement
and a detailed statement of its cost, together
with tho financial exhibit, reference is made
to the summary of the report of the Super-
intendent hereto uppended.

MICHIGAN SCHOOL KOR THE BUND.
Trior to bSKO the blind pupils in charge of

tho State were cared for at the Institution
for the Deaf, the Dumb and the Blind at
Flint. In lSi"J tho Legislature authorized
tho appointment of a commission to locate
and establish a separate school for tho blind.
This commission was duly appointed, and
r.ftor mu h labor it was unable to agree upon
a permanent site for the school, but leased
some buildings and grounds" in the city of
Lansing temporarily. The pupils were re-
moved from Flint to tho leased buildings in
1 "'..

The failure to agreo upon a permanent site
was reported to the Legislature at its ses.iou
in 181, and by joint resolution the school
was permanently located and authority
given to the Board of Stato Auditors to pur-
chase the propi rtv held under a lease as
stated above, ami known as the Odd Fel-
lows' Institute.

Since the purchase of this property liberal
improvements have been made; ranong
them a new boiler-hous- e and wovkshop,
steam heating, artesian well, sewer, and
grading streets and grounds; additions have
also been made to the library and apparatus
and the furniture. The oost of tho im-
provements is about $4(,(XX). The pur-
chase price of the property was $10,(io.

The estimated current expenses for lSSIJ
are 11, VtKHI.

During the two years ending June 2J,
1 SS-- , there hae been in till seventy-si- x pu-
pil in this school fifty-liv- e tho first year
and sixty-thre- e the sec'oml In addition to
literary instruction, tho boys are taught to
msfke hrooms, and are required to work part
of each day for five days in the week, and
the girls are Instructed In sewing and other
useful employments. Self-suppo- rt after
leaving the school is the object sought to be
attained by the management

The Commissioners in their report, in sup-
port of the proposed enlargement of the
school buildings, quote statistics to show-tha- t

less than one-ha- lf of tho pupils enti-
tled to admission can now be cared for.
The two wings for which appropriations are
asked would afford accommodations for 14.
additional pupils.

For details, reference is made to the re-
port, of the Superintendent and to the
appendix. The wants of this institution are
commended to your careful consideration.

STATE I'UHLIC SCHOOL,

This institution was opened in May, 1874.

It has a farm of seventy-tw- o acres con-
nected with it, divided into orchard,
meadow, pastiu-age-

, and grounds for cul-
tivation. The buildings consiot of one
central, nine cottages, one engine and boiler
house, and one hospital They aro all con-
structed of brick, are warmed by steam, and
lighted by gas made on the premises. The
latter improvement was added within tho
past two years. 'I he latest improvements in
steam heating, cooking, laundry, bathing
and ventilating apparatus have been in-

troduced.
The total amount hitherto expended for

building, land and improvements is about
$.JfMt,tHi. At present it has a normal capacity
for oiH) children. An appropriation will bo
asked of $ tx) for the purchase of four acres
of land The State now owns land on tho
three sides of the piece desired. An ap-
propriation was once made for the purchase
of additional land, but the price demanded
then was double that now asked. I recom-
mend that the appropriation be made.

The appropriations for the years lbSl and
1WS w ere:
For current ex penes $72,oeo
Fcr and general repairs ll.aoo

extra session subsequently held. Tho
work of the commission was so thoroughly
and Intelligently performed that the bills re-
ported by it were enacted into laws by the
IiCgislaturo without material modification.
It is reasonable to expect that the opera-
tions of these laws will insure the prompt
collection of the revenues of the State, will
carefully guard the rights of the property-holder- s,

and will enable tho Stato to give a
valid title in case of a resort to sale of realty
for the nonpayment of taxes. It will also
restore as tax-payin- g pnqierty millions of
acres of land that "the owners have long since
abandoned paying taxes on. and enable the
State to realize some jwrtion of tho large
sums advanced on bids for delinquent taxes
on these lands, by sales of the interest of the
State to be made under a scale of graduated
prices adjusted according to the time that
shall have elapsed before sales are consum-
mated. It will also clear up the mixed titles
to these lands arising out of the claims of
the State, and restore them to sale for actual
settlement

STATE SWAMP LANDS.

From the report of the Stat e Swamp Laud
Commissioner for the fiscal year ending
Sept. ;$0, 18S:2, the amount of swamp lands
in tho Lower Peninsula subject to appropria-
tion or sale was I'.i.Wix.riU acres. At a subse-
quent meeting of the Board of Control ap-
propriations were made aggregating Bl,Ho
acres, leaving :.", (18H.r() acres at this date.
It is estimated by competent authority that
when all the lands now reserved on con-
tracts and appropriations are select-
ed tho remainder will be of little or no
value. Adopting this view, the Board of
Control, at its meeting in December last, re-
solved that it was inexpedient to make fur-
ther appropriations until selection of lands
to satisfy all outstanding contracts and ap-
propriations be made, and the remainder of
tho lands be examined as to value. (Ton-trac- ts

for constructing roads and ditches to
be paid .for in worthless lands might place
the F'.tate under obligations to pay from
other means. I fully concur In tne action
taken by the Board of Control. For further
particulars reference is made to the ap-
pendix.

UNPATENTED f.W VMP LANDS.

In the list of swamp lands granted to the
State by the United States there were l,Tl W

acres in excess of the amount subse-
quently patented. The Commissioner of the
State Land Office has caused lists of these
unpatented lands to be prepared for uso in
settling with tho Government. Arrange-
ments are partly perfected to adjust this
claim in behalf of the State. It is expected
that the Government w ill convey to the State
what lands it still has applicable to thegraut
and settle for the deficiency found to be due
in money.

The preparation of these lists covered four
years of continuous labor, and success in se-

curing the rights claimed will depend upon
the fidelity and energy with which the work
is prosecuted at Washington. Be.t'orenco is
made to the report of tho Commissioner.

NEW ASYLUM YOV. THE INSANE.
The number of the insane had increased so

that more provision for their care was im-
perative. Ihis necessity was presented to
the Legislature with the recommendation
that nu appropriation be ma'de for the erec-
tion of an additional asylum. The appropri-
ation was made, the si'to has been selected
and purchased, ami the contracts for con-
struction let, with every prospect of prompt
completion and within the appropriation.
In audition to the site purchased, a provis-
ional contract lias been made for hi tv-si- x

acres of adjacent land with the firm of Han-
nah. Lav A-- Co. This is deemed to be very
desirable for the future good of the as, luiu,
but under the provisions of act 107, Laws of
1 .Sol, it cannot be legally transferred to the
State in consequence of 'Commissioner Han-
nah being one of the above-name- d firm of
Hannah, I Jiy A Co. I recommend that the
law be so modified as to permit this transfer
to be made. For n more detailed statement
reference is made to the report of the Board
of Commissioners.

MICHIOAN ASYLUM.

On examination of this asylum it was
found to be in good condition' with a few
exceptions. The old system of heating was
inadequate and very expensive for fuel. I
recommended an appropriation of $40, OH)

for an improved method; the amount was
appropriated and the improvement made,
resulting in a more generous supply of bent,
better ventilation, ami with a consumption
of less than :;,00 tons of coal for the first
year, w hile for previous years the average
wns over 5,001) tons.

This was the first asylum for the insane
built in our State, and its construction was
continued over a term of some thirty years.
Tho fragmentary mode of construction nec-
essarily has added to its cost and detracted
from its appearance. Appointments that
when made were abreast of the times are
now out of date. Within the two years past
many desirable improvements have been
made, including grading, completing drives,
constructing walks and planting additional
shrubbery ; removal of barn and erecting a
new one;' construction of sewer; purchase of
additional land, and tbo introduction of a
new steam heating .system, heretofore re-

ferred to. With these Improvements, the In-

stitution, for all practical purposes, ranks
with the best On the 1st of October last
there were 740 patients, an increase for two
years of :. With a normal capacity of .Yiu,
Is has had a daily average for the past two
years of o'.HJ patients; "as a consequence the
halls liuve been crowded, proper classifica-
tion could not be maintained, aud unusual
disturbance has existed. "

The finances of this institution are in good
condition.
Total receipts for two years for the

support or iatb-u- $510,00 1. fC
Disbursements on tlie saino account

for the same lenuth of time r.o,llo.CD

Leu vim; In the treasury Sept. ::o,
jss $:jv.:4.im;

At the time the female department was
erected the front walls of the center and
south wing were arranged for stuccoing.
They still remain as they were left, in an un-
finished condition. The'brick aie crumbling,
and should be preserved from further disin

familiar to these charred with It execution,
Revenues from lands donated by the Unit.

ed States Government, the avail of which
are held by the State:

Avails of land told:
Amount collected 12,921,325.17
Amount to l collected M.'.feavU

Lands to ba sold:
N7,17.M acres, at $4 1.431,ITI.W

Total, bearing 7 per cent Interest
as fast as ooltected : $t,7n,mi0

rrimarjr school per cent, fand 337.9.H.8I

Total trust fund when land are
all sold 3,m,m.tl

MICTUOA.H UNTVERSITT.
This Institution is the head cf the edu-

cational system of the State, and has been
steadily competing for place, until it ranks
with the first educational institutions in the
country.

With appropriations made by the last
Legislature and other facilities, material
improvements have been made. The more
prominent aro the erection of the Kye and
Far Infirmary, a system of sewerage per-
fected, the capacity of the Chemical Labora-
tory enlarged nearly double, the Museum
completed and the new fire-pro- of Library
building far on the road to completion. A
school of Political Scionco has been estab-
lished, and give.? evidence of becoming a
popular addition to tho Department of
literature. lrogress has also been made by
elevating the standard of literary prepara-
tion for admission to nil the departments,
including the professional schools, and by
lengthening the course of some of the
latter.

At the close of tho year ending Rept CO,

18.se', there w ero students in attendance in
tho different departments as follows:

of literature. Science and Arts,
id :i; Department of Medicine and Surgery,
."SO; Homeopathic Medical College. 71 ; Col-
lege of Dental Surgery, 75; School of Phar-
macy, 100; Department of Law, i,tf; making
l.fkH in nlL Of this number 181 ore women.
A good proportion of the women who have
graduated here ore now successfully en-
gaged in professional and literary work,
which proves the wisdom of the advanced
step taken by the institution in admitting
them us students.

You will be for appropriations for
the coming two years amounting to $'J(,U)0,
the details of winch will be found in tho re-
port of the President I recommend careful
consideration of the above estimates and
generous treatment in complying with the
wants of this institution.

Funds held by the State for the Univer-
sity:
Audi of saV of land r donitrdby the

C ited Mates $!5,C!)1.80
Due on same 67,7l.Vtt
27.73 acres on hand, at fit! 3,15X00

To'al $340,770.64
AfSRI CULTURAL C'OLI COC

Tnis college was established in 18.YJ. The
means for its construction and maintenance
have been derived from the following
sources:
Appropriation by the Legislature! of

twenty-tw- o section ef i aU-s- pr riif
lands, for which the in ney was ad-va-

d by the Slate nnjouiiiin; to..$ 5C.320.00
In lSil a furtherai propria; ton bvtho

Legislature f Hamp land-t- , which
have been sold for 42,'JO3.87

Total realized for Stat' lands sold.$ Os,71,87
la Hvj the United States Government

d nate-- l to thi.-.- wl h other States,
lands to be used in establishing
Agricultural Coll pes; 2Vii acres
were nominally sut apart to thi
State, but ow n to the Ions trem
fractional sections the amount re-
ceived was really but j.J.,i":i.".l7
acres ; 10 ',20X.'o acres f these land
have been sold, and $.2.s re-
ceived thereon. This ha leen ned
by the State, und on which intercut
has b cn, and will cont r.ue to l,paul at 7 per cent Ti e total inter-
est paid, taginnin;? In ls.e, up to
Sept. 3 , '82, on tho atovc amounts
to $ 179.C26.81

$ 278,343.69
Appropriations in cash have boen

made from 1S57 to 1S82, loth years
included, amounting to 658,744.84

Making a total expenditure of. . . $.r7ro88.53

hls amount, divided by 26, the num-
ber of years since the college was
established, makes an annual av-
erage cxicnditnre of $32,135.71

The proierty of the college on Dec. 1,
1SS2, exclusive of the trranted lands
for sal?, la estimated at, 338.471.64

Deduct from the total expenditures
It leaves 498.M8-I- 8

"Which, if divMed by 26, shows the
average annu-.- l cost of maint dnin?
the college, after allowing for the
value of tho land aud the perma-
nent lmprovemencs 19jl77.gT

There remains unsold of the lands
granted by the rovernrnent, 87

acres, which, wnen si Id, will
increase the endowment doubtless
tO $9LK,KK1.

Appropriations are osk d
for tho year 1SS3 M7,411.00

Appropriations are asked
for the year 18fl 22.411 00 $53,822.00

In excess of tho estimated receipts
for Interest, farm, horticultural

. department, and from students,
amounting to $:9,00'J annually 65,000.0

Total estimated expenditures Tor
the two years 117,S22 09

The appropriation for lsi was
The appropriation for 1882 wan. 16.194.fiO

$67,164.00

The purposes for which the funds ara
asked for the coming two years aro fully seto
forth in the report of the managers herewith
submitted, to which your attention I called
especially to that feature which relates toi
the establishment of a mechanical depart-- !
ment This department is urged by the
State Board of Agriculture, and some of the
agricultural societies.

The report of the President calls attention
to tho requirements of tho act of Congress
making the grant of land for tlds college, as
to annual reports, w hereas the Legislature;
provides for publishing biennial report
only. The conditions of tho grunt should bej
complied with, and Act No. IXJ, of 18SLj
should be modified in this respect i

Tho buildings for which appropriations
were made in lSSl have all been complctedj
and ore now occupied. A new system otj
steam heating has also been provided with
success as to heating, and It reduces the tirai
risk of the old plan materially. The Secrc-- j
tarv reports the liabilities of tho college)
fully discharged and sulllcient funds oa
hand to defray the expenses of tho remain-
der of the calendar year.

Success hns attended tho undf rtaking tc
educate young men to become farmersJ
The total number of graduates up to thn
close of the last year was tiTi I quote fromi
a statement of President Abbot tlio follow-
ing: "Of this number more than one-hal- f!

are engaged in farming, hortlcidture, or in,
agricultural schools as their business. A'
careful examination fhows that less than
J per cent, of the graduates of other
kinds of colleges take up agriculture as a
pursuit I respectfully refer you to tho
above report for more particular statement.

STVT12 MRMAL SCHOOL,

The Stato Hoard of Fdueation expresses
the confident opinion that tho work of this
school is constantly improving and that ita
influence is wideiUng. Its graduates aro
tilling positions as teachers in nearly cveryt
villajro and township in the State. At th
session of 1881 an appropriation of $5 00(1
was made for a new building. This has
been erected as a wing to tho main build-- ,
ing, and was ready for occupancy at tho
opening of tho school In September last

ith the additional room and improved'
facilities tho work of the school will do rmwi
terlally Improved During tho ycarlS80-S- l
ninety-thre- e diplomas, and for tho year:
lsxi-Si- J eighty-tw- o diplomas, wero panted
to students who have completed one of tho
prescribed courses.

Appropriations will bo asked for the yenr
18s;I $',1W, and for tho year 1884, $Jb,10O
for current expenses.

Also, for tho purpose of grading, painting,
staining walls, building and repairs, 9 7,1 w,
all of w hlch aro worthy of careful consider-
ation. Reference is made to the report of
the Stato Board of Education for details.

Fumbi held by tho State for tho Normal
School:

nils of pale of land donated by tfce
Unl ed State $' 41

Due fio u lurchas.'ia. t,UM
T al fan M. ,.,f..$3t!2x4

Ft. Mary's Fills ship canal fund.... 68,924. 11
Warfund 11,703,39
Sundry deposits 6,610 US

$2,057,933.21

The smonnt of specific appropriations
unpaid Sent, 30, HW2, is M 2,277.90

. Tho bonded debt of the State has been re-
duced during tho past two years as follows:
Two-mi- ll en-lo- bond, 1S83 $ lOu.oo
War bounty bonds i.ooo.h)
Adjusted bonds a.ioaoo

Total ff,00i).OO
BONDED DKI1T.

Tho funded and fundable debt of the State
Sept o0, lt&J, was as follows:

INTEHEST-BEAMN- O BONDS.
bonds, bcarinir 6- -

lcr-ce- ut interest, due Jan. 1,1881..$ 690,000.00
bond, bearimr 7- -

per-eou- t. interest, duo May 1, layo.. 293,000.00

Total lateret-bcarin- s bonds $ jSjo o.oo

BONDS.
$2103 part-pai- d tive-milli- loan,

adjustable at $578.57 cr $1.000....$ 12,149.97

Total bonded debt $ J(H),14;07

The cash in tho treasury applicable to tho
payment of the bonded debt is as follows:
Mnktug fund, Sept. 30, 1880 $ tos,8;i5.27
Un.ted States bonds 3O0.t 00.00

$l,208,3J5.27
Credits Mnce.

lnteretonU. S. bonds. $ 3,375.00
Transfer from upetitio

tax fund 203.00 3,5750

$1,212,4 .0.27
Dbts Mnee.

Payments :
Bonds pur-
chased, two-milli-

loan
boud'Of 1,000.00
'ar bounty

bond l.OX'.OO
iTemium on
war bounty
bonds 200. 'JO $2,200.00

Transfers:
To primary
school iuter- -

et fund S05.M3.27
To general
fund 10,873.00 "23270.27

$J24,470.27
Cash in sinking

fund S.-pt-. 3u,
182 $338,000.0')

U. S. bonds in
hands of turn I
cyininli'ncrs. "DC.ooO 00 8s.00.0i!-- -t l.?'2.i:o.ro

The money for the payment of the
part-pai- d bonds is in tho general
litnd, in accordance with law.... $I2,U i..K

ILUIroud and other deposits subject
to iiml't s.M'VJ
The trust debt of tho State its composed of

the following funds and amounts received
from sales of lands donated by tho United
States to the State for educational purposes:
Th primary sclioi l limd $j,;t24,:;2.ri.l7
Vivo pe rent, primary school fund.. 3.J7,,.'.(i..ril
University fund 4s;.,y)l.w i

Auricultnnd t'oilcire fund 221,8 's. 5
Nonnal Schoi I tuiui 073.43

Total avails cf educational lands
sold $t32,HC7.11

Tlio State pays an annual interest of 7 iercent, on the primary school, University aud
Agricultural College funds, (i per cent on
the Normal School fund, and . per cent ou
the primary school per cent fund.

i;i:vENt:i:s or Tin: state.
The revenues of the State aro principally

derived from:
1. The s:ile of public lands granted to the

State for educational purposes bv the United
States.

'J. From taxes assesd upon the taxable
property of the State, denominated State
taxes.

:!. From specific taxes collected from

The funds received from the sale of land
have been u.sed toward the payment of the
bonded debt aud for t'he general purposes of
the State. Interest thereon must ie paid
perpetually under the following provisions
of the constitution:

"The proceed-- from the sale of all lands
that have been or hereafter may be granted
by the United States to the State for educa-
tional purposes, and the proceeds of all lands
or other property given bv individuals, or
appropriated by the State for like purposes,
shall le and remain a perpetual fund, the
interest and income of which, together with
the rents of all such lands as may remain
unsold, shall be inviolably appropriated and
annually applied to the spii-in- object of the
original' gift, grant or appropriation."

State taxes must be levied, collected and
disbursed under the following provision of
the constitution:

"The Legislature shall provide for an an-
nual tax, sulMcient, with other resources, to
pay the estimated expenses of the Statetlov-eriiuien- t,

the interest of the State debt, and
such deficiency as may occur in the re-
sources."

This proisionis mandatory aud must be
complied with.

The specific taxes collected from corpora-
tions are imposed in accordance with the
provisions of the constitution, as follows:

"The legislature may provide for the col-
lection of specific taxes from barking, rail-
road, plank-roa- d and other corporations
hereafter created."

The moneys so collected arc used in ac-

cordance with the following provision of the
constitution :

fcAll specific taxes, except those received
from the mining companies of the Upper
Peninsula, shall be applied in paying, the in
terest upon the primary school, university
and other educational funds, and the interest
and principal of the State debt, in the order
herein recited, until the extinguishment of
the State debt other than the amounts due
to educational funds, when such specific
taxes shall be added to anil constitute a part
of the primary school interest tuiuL"

Under the latter constitutional provision
the specific taxes heretofore collected have
been applied up to JNSO, in paving the inter-
est on primary school and educational
funds, and the payment or the interest ana
the principal of the State bonded debt until
the latter was provided for by placing in tho
sinking fund an amount equal to the bonds
then outstanding and unmatured. heu
the sinking fund bcaine equal to the out-
standing bonds, the w hole amount of specific
taxes were applied to educational purposes,
and will continue to he so appneu ex
clusively.

This class of taxes is large and steadily in
creasing. Tor the year 1HM they reached
thesuiaof $7'Ji,,.,-i'U- , and lor tho last live
years are shown by the following table:
17! IS J32.0.)
18 p 5r:,s;.J.77
IS .0 ' K.3.U 9 I

181 33.UI.14
1HI2 734,9.42 02

Includes 72,3,3.f." arr arace c llrcted of
Ml.'hlgnn Southr u a id Lak; Shore Lailrcad
C ii jinny, alter litigation.

Tin larger part of this revenue is derived
from railroad corporations. The an-
imal payment) for five years are shown
by the table following, taken from the re-
port of the Commissioner of llailroads:
1877 iJ7i7ftl.''l
1S7S 410,(5 .00
187 44 Wtl.s.1
188 i rij,5l3.31
ist ;:, .v..is

The increase in the construction of rail-
roads and the Increase of taxes incident to
increased traffic, it' continued In the same
r.itlo during the past, and under the same
rule of taxation, warrants thn estimate that
within five years the annual revenues from
thi-- ' source "alone will reach f'..io,'HM The
time is substantially at hand when the spe-
cific taxes from cnfpori'tions would defray
t lie entire expenses of theSfitoif n d for
that purpose, and thereby render unno'.-os-sai-

;iny further direct levy of Stat taxes
for' the ordinary current expenses or the
State (lovernment This would, of couim ,

tiike from the educational institutions and
primary schools this large item of their sup-por-

and world result in other means hav-
ing to le devb'cd to make good tho amount
so diverted. If the peoj.ii prefer to put the
burden of the maintenance of the primary
Kchools upon the distrit t where they are

and use a whole or a part of tho
specific t:.'ls for current expenses of tho
S ale, it can only bo done by ct.n titutlonal
amendment. Such r, cb.nige would result in
reducing th large balances now neces.saiily
carried in the State treasury, and wero the
burden of woro fully supporting tho jtI- -

Iletlrlu? GoTCmor of Michigan,

TO THE LEGISLATURE
January 3, 1883.

FkNATOUS AND GENTLEMEN OF TITK HOUSE OT

n icpr.csENTATi ves i Tbo constitution makes
It my duty to give the Legislature infonua-tion'- of

tlio condition of the Stato, and re-
commend such measures as thall seem ex-
pedient.

When the constitution was adopted, thirty-tw- o

Avars since, the task thus imposed upon
the Governor was of easy jerforinance com-
pared to its present magnitude. Then tho
population of the Stato was lews than 4lH),(XX.).

Tho Michigan University and tho Stato Nor-
mal School, with an investment for tho
former of 5l(X,(Kto and for the latter of $ 170.-;?- (,

constituted the State educational institu-
tions. The asylum for tho insano at Kala-
mazoo, and tho institution for the deaf, tho
dumb and the blind, at Flint, with an invest-
ment for the former of fi'-ilK-i and for tho
latter of $181.51, comprehended the State
charitable institutions, and the crudo be- -

lning of a prison at Jackson, on which had
een expended $lM,:S17.i)4, was the only

jenal institution belonging to the State.
These constituted tho institutions about
w hich information was to bo Riven at the
date abovo referred to. The railroads
fccaroely exceeded in length and capacity the
!rivate' railroads now used by Michigan

for hauling their 'wiw logs from
wheie the timber prows to lloatable streams.
The eommerco on the surrounding lakes was
insigniiieant in comparison with its preent
magnitude. No communication had then
been opened with the Upper Peninsula ex-
cept in a pmall way, by transhipment and
land carriage around the Sault That Penin-
sula, with the major part of tho north half
of the Lower Peninsula, was then a dense
wilderness, without inhabitants and only
partially explored. The agricultural pro-
ducts "of tho State were scarcely
sutlicient for home consumption. Copper,
iiou and salt were not rodueed in our
State for shipment, and thero were few
fnetories to give employment to our people.
W'c simply possessed the undeveloped, ami,
to a great extent, unknown elements ujou
which great States are founded.

During tho years that have since inter-
vene extraordinary progress has been
made, until, without ostentation and with
commendable pride, we can invite compari-
son w ith any Slate in the Union.

Our population has reached l.Tort.OOO,
1,(X0,(!00 of which has been added within the
last twenty years. Tho finances, tho pri-
mary school system, tho University, tho
State Normal School and the A erri cultural
College; the three asylums for the insane,
the institution for the deaf and dumb, the
School for tho Wind, and tho State Public
School; the Reform Schools for boys and
puis, the State prison and the State House of
Correction and Reformatory; the 4,.Sou miles
of railroad; tho fisheries and State boards,
are among tho prominent topics about
which I am called upon to give information
and to make suggestions. My aim will be to
discharge tho duty imposed, with a view of
aiding you in performing your higher re-ep- oj

nihilities to the State.
STATE FINANCES.

The State is in admirable financial con-
dition. The policy engrafted upon its legis-
lative practice moro than twenty vcars since,
and which has been invariably adhered to in
conducting its financial affairs "to pay as
you go," or to make provision for needed
means before their expenditure has been en-
tered upon has resulted in numerous ad-
vantages. The people who are called upon
to pay taxes in advance, with which to make
improvements, are more rigidly inclined to
weigh with caro proposed enterprises and to
scrutinize the acts of officials charged with
the work. Again, business conducted purely
on a cash basis has the same advantages in
public transactions as in those of a private
nature. The wisdom of this policy has been
abundantly manifested in the economy with
which our public buildings have been con-
structed, and the results that have been ac-
complished with the very moderate taxes
levied for State purposes. Of all the States
that defray their general expenses by taxes
levied on property other than corporations
paying specific taxes, and that discharge all
their obligations, Michigan ranks the lowest

The bonded debt made it necessary to
provide means for its extinguishment The
constitution required the creation of a sink-
ing fund for that purpose. This has been
complied with, and within the last thirty
years over $5,(KK,0iH) have been used for
that, purpose from revenues derived about
equally from direct taxation, from sales of
educational lands, and from specific taxes
'Collected from corporations. These funds
were constantly accumulating. Loans to

sbanks would not yield the rate of interest
tho bonds wero bearing; prudmeo dictated
that bonds should be retired before maturity,
30 far as practicable. This was done. The
surplus funds in the treasury that could
not be r.o used wero loaned at the best rate
of interest obtainable. While from the
flatter source the interest earnings have
'reached nearly f7U0,xo, they are small com-inarv- nl

to tho benefits derived from paying
Xhe bonds in advance of maturity.
I In addition to their contribiitions to the
payment of the bonded debt, the revenues
troiu direct taxation and lrm tho sales of
educational lands have defrayed t he general
expenses of the State and have built up its
institutions.

Tho specific taxes collected from corpora-
tions have not only contributed to the pay-
ment of the principal and the interest ot the.
bonded debt, but nave paid the interest on
the trust funds. The latter interest pay-
ments aggregate an amount exceeding the
entire trust funds.

Again, from the surpl us revenue from spe-
cific taxes over $l,rM,U0u have been distrib-
uted among the p rimary schools, in addition
to the interest payments as above.

The expenditures jtursuant to appropria-
tions for lands ami permanent improve-
ments for State institutions are as follows:
The University 4ll.ow.no
State Normr.l School K742.M
A'.iicnltnra! College 2."i,H7,J.7J

Stato l'ubliu School 17.V T w
Eastern AKvlnm tor Insane M".t .0
Michigan Asylum for lnnno H'.2,7.i'..w
New A- - bun for InsancTraveyc City fii'.noo.t.n
Institution for the Deaf and inirnl).. 3i:i,:m.w
School fer the Jilind M,:!o.j
State iTIson 32 ,3;-.9-

State Ilonxo of Correction and Ilc- -
foriratory 316,226.32

State Reform Shool SIMM."!
Reform School lor Girl 117,r:o.o
Capitol liuildlni (Including theoldi. 1, 14,-fi- 31

' ivr4 j.n.'s.dt
These achievements are the well-rounde- d

result of iudieious laws enforced bv faith
ful administration in the various depart-
ments of government. .

The condition of the treasury up to tho
oCth day of September last is as loiiows:
r.al nee In trca ury Sept. 30, 1hm. .fl,57,fin.('l
Rjfl-Jnt.- i Inrti-.- t .il war ending Sent.

30. 1881! 2.W..'M:.07

Total t4.lH5Ml.us
Dlsbnr-em- e it f. r nseal ear ending

Sept. .8SI 2,;v.)2,.W.01

Balance l,:0.:7
IVfJiu i (t ttiT ft cal year ending

hepu ), IMJ 2,fT,nS4.

Totl
Diwl ursrmer.ti ir the ti.ud c.ir

tm.lnu S. p 30, 188? 2 p."J,'t:t.21

r.nlaneft in trraspry Sent :o.
ISS'2 $ ,7.--7 vn VI

Aod bf. S thaw's in sin'tititf fund.... :;.e,iim.'

Tntfd .0.-.-
7 21

Tliis money belongs to tho following

Oenoi&l fini'1 sppllen-M- to thenp-p-orni.-itio-

lent'-lo- m;il' and
lh' ci rrent exjne h of t..e Sta'.o
aoni.vl n l ' ;f.V)92.(

Koruinl Si:!:eo Inti- rt rt fund t2'.
Jnivrtt i:it mt fr nd H,rv.

iMmarv c ho Meteret fund 4::.1M.o j

fl'UkJritf fiiD'1 rah f.KS,eM.o.
XJmtcd States bonds 3U').t

- fairly welL In the lat days of January,,
, 11 became apparent that their wants

rid not be met bv private methods until
the harvest would liring relief. After full
consultation with many citizens, I decided
to convene the legislature in extraordinary
session, to consider the situation and to pro-
vide means to relieve these sufferers, and
for other important State matters. On the
Llid of February tho legislature convened,
ami, after considering the facts presented
as to the necessities of these people, an ap-
propriation was made of "0,ikm, or so
much as might be needed, and ? 15, (Hn) ad-
ditional for the rebuilding jof the school
houses destroyed The distribution of the
appropriated funds was placed in the hands
of the gentlemen composing the Statu com-
mission as above.

The commission received and disbursed
contributions in cash amounting to $4l,-7:y.7- J,

and in merchandise estimated at
$M,(:oa

Of the amount appropriated by the State
JllS.'.dH) has been used for supplies, leaving
in the State treasury undrawn of the appro-
priation &7J.10O. The Sir,HH appropriated
lor school houses has been draw tiaiid is
substantially exhausted. It will all be used
for the purpose for which it was appro-
priated.

The aid thus rendered by contributions
and bv the State sustained' these sufferers
until the late harvest w;is gathered, which,
from its abundance, placed them again in an
independent condition, with a bright and
prosperous future before them.

After the above appropriation was made I
Issued a proclamation thanking the generous
donors in behalf of the State, and adding
that, provision having been made for the
future, individual contributions were no
longer necessary.

Tho transportation fie of donated goods
by most of the railroads, the same generous
action on thi part of express companies, ami
the free use of the wires of the Western
Union Telegraph Company, as w ell as the
generous and efficient action on the part of
the press in carrying on the great work of af-

fording relief, rails for kindly remembrance
and acknowledgment.

Acknowledgments are also duo to the
gentlemen composing t he State Fire Belief
Commission for the gratuitous, long-continu-

and laborious task performed. Infer-
ence is made to the very complete report
of the commission printed in pamphlet
form
'ATM-Wl- 4TION AND THE OK THL STATE.

In my opening message to the Legislature
of l.SSl I invited attention to the large num-
ber of acres of unoccupied lands which were
open to settlement and cultivation, and
asked authority to upTMjint a Commissioner
of Immigration and an appropriation to
carry his work into execution. Loth were
promptly granted, the appointment of an
etticJent'orricer w as made, and it is believed
to be largely through the work of the office
thus established that upward of r0,tXX
settlers have been added to the agricultural
class of our population during the past vear.
The most important agency in this labor
has been the publication and distribution of
the pamphlet entitled ''Michigan and Its

about o7,tiH' copies of w hich have
gone abroad through the United States and
F.urope, together with more than 7,,0
copies of pamphlets in which Its suhstance
was translated into the languages of Ger-
many and Holland.

The w ealth of the State ha.sls-e- materially
augmented by this action, and the sales of
its unoccupied farming lands exceed in
quantity those of any former year. This
office, during the eighten months of its
existence, has greatly broadened and
deepened the public appreciation of the re-
sources of Michigan. It has defused through
other communities and countries a more
accurate knowledge of the greatness of the
State than ever before existed, thus holding
out attractions of the most substantial
character to the best chus of seekers after
new homes. No less important has been its
work in impressing upon, the people of
Michigan the realities of the development in
winch they have shared and whose benefits
they are enjoying. The keeping within the
State by this nivalis of ni.iivy citizens who
were inclined to look elsewhere for places of
permanent settlement has been one of tho
especially valuable results of the Commis-
sioner's labors. The plan of this office con-
templates making it a central bureau of in-

formation concerning Michigan ami its great
interests, whose publications shall keep fully
abreast with the growth of. the common-
wealth, and those constantly augmenting
stores of information shall be accessible at
all times, not merely to the new comer, but
to citizens of every class, Propeily ad-

ministered, it cannot fail to yield results of
great value to the State. Its total expense
to the present time, including salaries,
printing, cost of paper, postage, advertising,
and all other items, is about Cl.ViO.

It gives me pleasure to attest my apprecia-
tion of the skill, intelligence and lidelity
with which Col. Fred Morley. the Commis-
sioner appointed by me, has' discharged his
duties.

REVISION fU' THE TAX I A WW.

The tax laws of the Suite w ire complex,
voluminous and Incongruous. They hnd
been added to end amended until thero was
littie certainty as to the veal construction to
be put ujsm' their various provisions. I
called the attention of th" le gislature to
theso defects, mid to the accumulation of
tax titles acquired by the Stato for delin-
quent taxes, and recommended tha.t author-
ity be given for the appointment of a com-
mission Jor'tho purpose of a ueneral revision
of the tax laws and the adoption of anew
system. The recommendation was adopted,
and authority conferred tipon me to make
the appointment Under this authority,
John Moore of Saginaw, Charles A. Kent of
Winne, ll' iseln l II. Hutch of Bay, Lbenezcr
O. "irosvrpor of HiilMl.-il- aad William Cham-berli- n

of Berrien w'cro immM as such com.
mis-ion- . They entered upon their work,
and reported the rcsuit for action at tho

Total $.:;,U0
Appropriations will be akcd for tho years

iss.; and lM
For etnrent expenses $73,000
For hospital and repairs 1J,400

Total $3S,4(X)

The appropriation for current expenses,
and for a hospital, are doubtless reasonable.
For particulars, reference is made to tho
Board of Control.

ijoaud ok connEcnoNs and crtAianEa
This board has been engaged for a term of

years in gathering information regarding
the conduct of prisons, poor-house- s ami
charitable institutions, and recommending
improved methods for the caro of their un-
fortunate inmates. At the session of 1SS1 it
was made the further duty of the board to
visit the various institutions of the State,
to examine their estimates for future wants,
and also to examine the plans of any build-
ings for school purposes, living-room'- s, work-
rooms, or sleeping-room- s for inmates, or any
system ot sewerage, ventilation or heating
which shall be authorized by tho Legislat-
ure to be constructed, and to report its opin-
ion thereon.

These arduous duties have been faithfully
performed with credit to the board and with
profit to the State. For details reference is
made to the report of tho board.

STATE LIRHAI.T.
During the years 1SS1 and 1S.S2 thero have

been added to' the library 4,t'J volumes, at a
cost of ?.".( 7'.. i s. The growth of the library
during tho lat two years has exceeded that
of any previous two years. The addition
have teen valuable, especially in Fnglish and
Irish law reports and miscellaneous law
liooks, also In statute laws of the various
States, as well as many valuable reference
books and American and Fnglish histories.
There are wanted to complete sets many
law report Fnglish, Irish and Scotch and
tbo decisions of the various courts of the
United States, together with others referred
to by the Librarian. For the purchase of
these books $:',( UK) for each ol the years 1SSJ
and 1KS1 is asked.

The legislature in 1881 authorized tho Ad-

jutant General to publish a second edition of
J0,U0of the book entitled "Michigan in tho
War." The distribution of these looks to
Michigan soldiers wa placed in this depart-
ment. About 4,K)0 oplications for them had
been filed up to Sept. '.M last

I thlnk.the woik of tho department has
been faithfully performed, ana its wants for
tho futuro aro entitled to favorable consid-
eration. For particulars reference is made
to tho report of tho Librarian.

rniMAitr schools.
Tho legislature at Its last regular session

passed an act revising and consolidating the
sch(ol laws then in force. Under the new
law important improvements are mriilo in
tho Fysten of examination of teachers and
in tho supervision of schools. IJUcicnt
teachers and better schools aro the rwmlt,
with a fair prospect of continuous iinprovo-me- nt

in the latter as the law LeooimeA moro

tegration by repairs ami painting. To paint
and pencil ihese walls will cost, according to
estimate, about J.J.ikhi.

A hospital department for general pur- -

jmisos, anil more especially for the better
treatment of contagious diseases, and from
wasting diseases, such as cancer, consump-
tion and chronic diarrho'a, at an estimated
cost of $l'J,0t)0, is asked for.

The prudent management, economy and
utility exhibited heretofore in making im-
provements commend the estiuiat.es made
by the managers to your generous consider-
ation. Beference is made to tho report of
the Board of Trustees.

KASTKUN ASYLUM.

This institution, as originally constructed,
had a normal capacity to care for KM) pa-
tients. During the past two years two addi-
tional wings have)een completed, w hich af-
ford room for loo patients, making the pres-
ent capacity of the asylum .V0. The follow-
ing improvements have also been made: A
summer-hous- e, u lodge, additional rooms
finished in the attic, and eon.idorahhs addi-
tions to the books und pictures in tho li-

brary.
The daily average cf patients for lvSl was

4.V.), and for 1vj wasoOl. The number at
the close of November was 577, whoso earn
has cost for the two years an average of
$ per week.

Thepatlents at the asylums for the insano
are classified into three divisions. The ex-
penses for their care are borne respectively
tv tho State, by the counties from which
they eame, and by individuals. These pay-
ments are made otter the caro is rendered
on the presentation of bills therefor. Thero
was no cash capital with w hich to supply
this institution economically with food and
other necessaries. There was no adequate
storage room ndapted to keeping food sup-
plies of the character required. Under tho
ciroutn es I recommended that $ 1 ",(00 bo
appropriated to bo used as a working caj-ita- l,

and a further sum necessayr for tho
construction of a suitable store-roo- with
modern appointments. The appropriation
wero made, store-roo- was prepared, and
supplies bought with all tho benefits of the
improved facilities. The expenses for each
inmate jer week in 11 were So.'.Ci, and in
ixs-- j were S ttM, notwithstanding tho

advance in tho price cf food for the
hitter period. This result Is largclv duo to
tho improved facilities for furiiishim the
supplies.

Uncertainty exists a to tho proper con


